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To our creative partners and friends at Marquette University,

We are delighted and honored to help you celebrate the 
opening of Dr. E.J. and Margaret O’Brien Hall!

Dr. E.J. and Margaret O’Brien Hall is a place that embraces the spirit 
of Cura Personalis, welcoming the Marquette University community 
to learn, collaborate, and connect within an engaging and vibrant 
environment. It is a place where students and faculty will grow 
academically and professionally, foster relationships, and experience 
meaningful moments and lessons to carry with them from their time 
at Marquette into the world. We are grateful to each of our project 
partners and the team at Marquette for the opportunity to be a 
part of this journey in bringing such a powerful vision to life for the 
campus and community.

Understanding that everything is integrated has been at the very 
root of our work here at 16th and Wisconsin. Together, we were able 
to create inclusive, welcoming spaces where people, nature, context, 
materials, technology, and Marquette’s mission all intersect. Our 
process was reflective of creative collaboration, deep listening, 
and problem-solving and called us to hold in constant balance the 
aspects of function, impact, performance, and human experience. 
The result is a place with a varied, dynamic life over the course of 
any given day — a place where people want to be.
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The positive outcomes of this project are a direct result of the 
individual and collective efforts of this incredible group of people 
who value and commit to care for the whole person. Among these 
individuals is the late Joe Daniels, whose deep commitment and 
love for Marquette University, along with his genuine excitement 
and hopeful outlook for the future of Marquette Business, provided 
a guiding light for this project. Through our interactions, it was 
clear that this effort was about so much more than delivering a 
brand-new building. As his friends and colleagues have noted in 
numerous tributes, Joe had a deep understanding, care, compassion 
and reverence for the dignity and journey of each human person. 
His mission was to prepare leaders to go out into the world and 
transform it by serving a Common Good. When we think of Cura 
Personalis, we will continue to think of Joe Daniels and the positive 
impact he had on the lives of those around him.

The new Dr. E. J. and Margaret O’Brien Hall at Marquette University 
demonstrates hope, optimism, and an incredible commitment to 
creating transformative, positive experiences as learners become 
leaders. That hope, that optimism, that commitment have resulted 
in this wonderful place that will support the College of Business 
Administration and Marquette University into the future. 

It has been an absolute honor to have been your partner on this 
remarkable journey. We are so proud to be with you today.

Sincerely,
BNIM + Workshop



It’s an exciting time 
for MU Business. 
Along with a new 
facility, comes the 
opportunity to focus 
on the individuals 
that make our college 
what it is. We will 
continue to envision 
and work towards 
a Jesuit business 
education that goes 
beyond boundaries.
REMEMBERING THE VISIONARY WORDS OF 
DEAN JOSEPH DANIELS, KEYES DEAN OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY

“
“
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Campus views by STEVE MCDOWELL, BNIM CEO AND PRINCIPAL
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Campus views



Campus buildings and landscapes have always 
helped to shape the university’s relationship with the 
Marquette community and its vibrant urban setting. 
While embracing a culture of inclusion, Marquette has 
undergone particularly bold and innovative changes to 
its physical environment in recent years. 

“
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Campus views

The evolution of the campus has remained both respectful 
of its past and progressive in its pursuit of one of the most 
physically transformational periods in Marquette history. 
Through its efforts, Marquette has nurtured a campus 
environment that prioritizes thoughtful, human-purposed 
design to enrich and elevate the student experience.
 

JAMES PFEIFFER, BNIM PRINCIPAL

“
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Possibilities - Aerial sketches of the campus



Massing studies showing the building footprint, sun angles, views, setbacks, 
relationship to the context, movement and access within and through the building
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Campus Lego model
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Scenario studies showing blocking and stacking  
of programmatic elements within the building
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Early massing studies



Dr. E. J. and Margaret O’Brien Hall Dedication          19



Early renderings
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Early renderings
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Final renderings
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Final Renderings



Form logic and brick studies
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Brick color studies
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Under construction
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Under construction
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Under construction
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The crew!
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Almost move-in-ready!
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Ready!
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Open for business!
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Photo courtesy - Marquette University

It looks fantastic 
Love the view of the stock market ticker 
It’s so massive and new
It’s really modern
Nice architecture
It’s so clean
It’s very swanky
It’s amazing
It’s humongous
It’s a beautiful place
Excited to have classes and explore it

STUDENT COMMENTS

“
“
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