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James Pfeiffer is a Principal at BNIM whose strengths are centered around design, 
culture, and people. He is an award-winning designer and collaborator with a broad 
range of notable, significant project experience including higher education projects, 
cultural facilities, office buildings, adaptive reuse and civic spaces.
 
His experience includes the new Dr. E.J. and Margaret O’Brien Hall at Marquette 
University; the Pacific Center Campus Amenities Building in San Diego, CA; the 
East End Transformation at Washington University in St Louis; the Fine Arts + 
Design Studios and the Career and Technical Education Center projects, both at 
Johnson County Community College; and the creation of a high performance, 
conceptual framework for the redevelopment of the Edmonton City Centre 
Airport, in collaboration with Snøhetta.
 
James’ leadership and approach to human-purposed integrated design has 
resulted in quantifiable positive outcomes for his clients, from energy and water 
efficiency to improved occupant health and increased user productivity. His 
work has been recognized for design excellence and sustainable stewardship 
from national entities like the American Institute of Architects, Architectural 
Record, and the US Green Building Council. These honors include the AIA 
Regional and Urban Design Award (Washington University in St. Louis East 
End Transformation) and The Chicago Athenaeum: Museum of Architecture & 
Design & The European Centre for Architecture Art American Architecture Award 
(Pacific Center Campus Development).
 
James has presented both regionally and nationally at conferences for 
organizations including the American Institute of Architects (AIA) and the 
Society for College and University Planning (SCUP) and has served as an adjunct 
professor and co-teacher for a comprehensive design studio at Kansas State 
University. He has also frequently served as a guest design critic for the University 
of Kansas, Kansas State University, the Kansas City Art Institute, and the Kansas 
City Design Center.
 

EDUCATION
Bachelor of Architecture
University of Kansas

PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATIONS
Registered Architect: MO, NC, KS, WI, GA, NE
LEED Accredited Professional
American Institute of Architects

SELECT EXPERIENCE
Dr. E.J. and Margaret O’Brien Hall
Marquette University
Milwaukee, WI

Pacific Center Campus Development
San Diego, CA

Washington University in St. Louis
East End Transformation
St. Louis, MO

West Bottoms Flats
Kansas City, MO

Career + Technical Education Building
Johnson County Community College
Overland Park, KS

Fine Arts + Design Studio Building
Johnson County Community College 
Overland Park, KS

Western Institute of Nanoelectronics, Green 
Engineering and Metrology  (WIN-GEM)
University of California, Los Angeles

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Glenn Korff School of Music
Lincoln, NE

Missouri Department of Natural Resources - 
Lewis and Clark State Office Building
Jefferson City, MO

Greensburg City Hall
Greensburg, KS
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